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                                       Your Committee decided at the monthly meeting immediately preceding 
the AGM on 16 March 2020, to cancel all classes and to notify members of that decision over the 
following 2 days by email.  

It was fortuitous that the decision was made because the NSW Government and the Federal Gov-
ernment Imposed restrictions over the following 7 days, which effectively prevented U3A Tweed 
Coast access to venues at the Libraries and Cudgen Leagues Club.  

This has been a big disappointment to Tutors/Group Leaders who give their skills, knowledge and 
time for the physical and mental well-being of members. It is also an opportunity for members  to 
enjoy the classes and to socialise with others who have similar interests. None of us including the 
health experts and the Government can indicate when the restrictions will be eased or lifted, but 
members have the assurance of the Committee that we are monitoring the situation and will ad-
vise immediately we are aware of any changes in the situation.  

Members might consider keeping in contact be phone or email with participants on the same 
courses if only to ask how they are faring. Our best wishes are extended to members, particularly 
those who are unable to visit or receive relatives because of travel restrictions. Hopefully this will 
all be over soon and your U3A will be functioning once again for the benefit of members.  

Kindest regards to all …………………………………………...……………………………Jim Cameron-Dow 

      COMMITTEE—2020/2021 

 

       President/Public Officer :    Jim Cameron-Dow    02-6674 1697.           Vice President :                  Val Sparrow      0421 686 310 
       Treasurer :                               Brian Mussared        07-5524 8435            Secretary  :                          Karen Fallins    0414 414 426  

      Groups Coordinator :             Bruce Jacques          0408 257 528             MyU3A  Administrator :   Julia Shortus     07 –5524 8995 
      Membership Officer :            Julia Shortus              07-5524 8995            Catering Coordinator :     Dianne Johnston  (02) 6674 4046            
      Website /Publicity :               Val Sparrow               0421 686 310            Newsletter Editor:             Tony Bryan        0420 927 477   
 
      First Friday Forums :               TBA 
 
      General Support:                    David Robinson   :     

 

Please note  :   

U3A Tweed Coast Inc. does not endorse any advice, health or otherwise, given at any of our events 
or groups that you may attend. Members need to be aware that they must accept responsibility 
for their own welfare when attending any U3A Tweed Coast Classes/Groups or social activities 
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Corona Virus  
   We are living in extraordinary times due to the Corona Covid 19 virus. Confined to our homes with most retail businesses 
closed. Social clubs, restaurants and cafes where we meet up with friends are closed or limited to take away meals.  

 Streets empty, at times, of traffic , friends talking 1.5m from each other. No chairs in the cafés. Others standing waiting for 
their take away coffee. People with face masks  walking into the bank. Strange times indeed. 

U3A has complied with the government restrictions and our venues are closed until further notice. 

 Many U3A groups around Australia are now using Zoom as a means of keeping  classes functioning during this period of 
self isolation. Their experience with online classes has been shared and given us the confidence to proceed. 

 The committee have held two meetings online using ZOOM to investigate if it were practicable for group leaders to con-
tinue next term classes online. We found it easy to use and accordingly Bruce Jacques our group coordinator emailed group 
leaders to enquire if online class would work for them. 

 If you attend a class or classes where the class leader has agreed to online classes, you will be contacted by them shortly. 

 Bruce Jacques our  Group Coordinator has since supplied interested Group Leaders with comprehensive information on 
setting up and running a Zoom class. 

They will be able to assist you in using Zoom. Four committee members are available to help group leaders with implemen-
tation of this program. 

There is plenty of online information about Zoom if you wish to  learn more for you to communicate with friends and rela-
tives. 

 We now have 500 members  of which 27 have not provided email addresses . If you are one of them you may have a rela-
tive or friend that can help you to become an internet user. 

 If you wish to go online, please let your group leader know . They or a committee member will help you. 

 It may be possible to run a class for this.  

 

Zoom can be used on a smart phone, tablet, laptop and desktop 
computer, Operating system Apple iOS, Android, Windows or Linux.  

Left pic is a desktop with 24inch monitor with web camera and mi-
crophone above. Ideal for large groups. There is white space on  
screen to show text, emails etc. The pic on right is a close up of 8 
committee members at the 20th April committee meeting. 

If you change your mailing address /email address / phone number etc. could you PLEASE 

      advise us as soon as  possible on    u3atcnewsletter2@gmail.com  or phone   Julia 07   5524 8995    
Thank you                                  
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Signing in Day for First Term 2020 

 

Very busy day with over 400 plus registering but still time for laughs and a welcome cup of tea. 
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The Annual General Meeting of U3A Tweed Coast Inc. was held on   
Monday 16th March 2020 
 

25 financial members were present, and one (1) guest, Roger Curran,U3A Network NSW,  

Far Nth Coast Regional Representative 

The Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting were read by the Secretary Julia Shortus. 

 

Highlights of the Presidents  report are: 

 

“Tweed Coast U3A has flourished during 2019, with over 580 financial members by year’s end. First term 2020 
had over 50 activities, with some groups being so popular that some members were unable to join due to 
 limited space. 
At the start of the 2019 administrative year there were eight (8) members of the Committee. During the year 
there were some resignations, but also some new members joining. We ended the year with a Committee of 
10. Jim thanked all the committee members for the hard work  they had put in during the year. 
Mention was also made of a new enrolment system, designed specifically for U3As, that is under trial and being 
assessed. 
Lastly, our President  Jim thanked  the Group Leaders - our U3A could not exist without them. 

Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation: 

The President then presented Certificates of Appreciation to Group Leaders who had given five (5) years to 
leading their groups. They were: 
Wendy Plummer – Book Lovers (unable to attend) 
Val Shepherd – 500 (Cards) 
Andres Kolec – Spanish (Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced) 
 

Other business:- 

A Constitution change was required to bring us in line with U3A Network NSW Inc 

 

It was moved that we repeal the existing Constitution (Rules of Association) 
subject to the approval of the new Constitution. 
Moved: Brian Mussared Seconded: Jim Cameron-Dow Carried: Unanimously 
It was moved that the new Constitution, as tabled, be accepted. 
Moved: Brian Mussared Seconded: Jim Cameron-Dow Carried: Unanimously 
 
Election of Committee members 
The Committee vacated their positions and Gail McGill took the Chair. 
Nominees were duly elected and approved by the members present. 
 
Nominations were:-   President:  Jim Cameron-Dow   Vice President: Val Sparrow   Secretary:   Karen Fallins   
Treasurer:   Brian Mussared  Committee:  David Robinson, Bruce Jacques, Julia Shortus, Di Johnston, Tony 
Bryan.  Nominees were duly elected and approved by the members present. 

 President, Jim Cameron-Dow returned to the Chair, expressing his thanks to Gail. He also thanked Lorraine 
Bagge, who was not continuing on the Committee, for all her work in organising such interesting and entertain-
ing First Friday Forum guest speakers. He is looking forward to another successful year, hopefully without too 
much interruption by COVID-19. He then announced that, due to the virus, an email would be going out to all 
members cancelling all classes for the remainder of the term. 
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         NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS       
        

 

  

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

   First Friday Forum - February 

   The first Forum of the year in February welcomed Rod Preston as guest speaker. 

    Rod is a former executive of Australia Post and presented the origins of the postal service from the   
   First Fleet days 
   “Convicts, Poms and the Flash Mob”  was his presentation and he mixed humour with some  
    historical facts about European discovery and settlement in our part of the world 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 
       

 Art for Fun      Group Leader 
Ian Hall                                

The first painting is ”Lily” which Ian 
recommends novice artists should 
start with.  
A simple composition which teaches 
them shading and texture.  
The second painting is by one of the 
newer students.   

Writing Life Stories 
Group Leader Lynda Tait 
 Many childhood memories are shared with  
 moments when the life stories are read out.  
 Constructing stories from a random word list can be 
 challenging but fun. 

 

 We will all miss our First Friday Forums over the next 
few months but we have an exciting list of speakers 
ready to go and look forward to bringing them to you 
when things are back to normal. 

After the guest speaker’s presentation, 
guests enjoyed afternoon tea. 
Special thanks to our committee  ladies 
Lynda Tait   Dianne Johnson and Julia 
Shortus (pictured) and other committee 
members who helped out on the day, 
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Here are some jokes to cheer you up during your self isolation 


