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Please save your Group Leader embarrassment by wearing your badge so that he/she knows that 
you have renewed your subs and so that other members will know your name. Put your  contact de-
tails on the back in case of an emergency. Your Membership Officer can replace lost badges. 

      
            EMAIL :-  tweedcoastu3a@gmail.com      WEBSITE:-www.tweedcoast.u3anet.org.au 

 

   From Our President 
 

   Our U3A Tweed Coast continues to prosper with over 530 financial members in June and that figure includes 147                 

 new members. In 2015 we had 375 members so the increase is over 150 in just over 3 years with another 6    

 months to go before the end of 2019. Many new courses and activities have been added during this period 

 which is reflected in the current timetable. Our Group Leaders have volunteered their time and knowledge to 

 prepare and run the courses/activities for our members and their efforts are appreciated and  

             acknowledged by our U3A.  

 

    A very hardworking Committee consisting of only 9 active individuals work tirelessly mainly at home to ensure 

    that everything runs smoothly and efficiently.  
 

      Committee Personnel:      Responsibilities:                             

      Brian Mussared                Treasurer, Constitution and Legal Matters 

      Val Sparrow                      Vice-President, Website Manager, Newsletter Editor and Publicity Officer 

      Julia Shortus                     Secretary and Membership Officer 

      Jude Vernon                     Groups Coordinator and Liaison Officer 

      Dianne Johnston               Social Convenor, Catering and Events coordinator 

      Lorraine Bagge                 Arranges and Organises Speakers for First Friday  Forums 

      David Robinson                Responsible for printing and General assistance 

      Karen Fallins                     New Committee Member currently assisting the Secretary 

 
    If you have reasonable computer skills and would like to volunteer your services to serve on the Committee 

    then please contact our Secretary. We meet once a month from 1pm to about 3.30pm. 

    At the present time some of our Committee Members are doing multiple tasks and at least 5 are also 

    Group Leaders, so we would welcome any assistance from our U3A members.  

 

    Wishing all of you a pleasant break and we look forward to seeing you when Term 3 starts.  

 

   Jim Cameron-Dow   President 

 

 



            

     A MEMBER’S STORY 

The Kingscliff in which I grew up in the 1940s was 
vastly different from what it has become today.   
I would describe it as a sleepy fishing village. There 
was a scattering of houses along Marine  
Parade. The hotel had been moved down from Cudgen in 1938 where it had been a single  
storey building.  It was raised on piers in Kingscliff, the lower half built in and its upper storey 
given over to accommodation.   
 
The hotel was renamed “Grand Pacific”, a name which it has only recently lost. 
The camping ground extended from the creek along the foreshore to the position 
 approximately where the Kingscliff Bowls Club now is. Mrs Corbett – affectionately known  
as “Corby” – was the Caretaker. Facilities consisted mainly of toilet blocks and water was 
supplied from bores with hand pumps. Fees were minimal in keeping with the facilities.  
Most of the campers were in tents with a scattering of vans. 
 
Until the late 1940s there was no power in Kingscliff.  Our home was quite modern for those 
times. We had a “Silent Knight” kerosene refrigerator and a carbide generator which provided 
gas for lights throughout the house. Carbide has a peculiar smell and I can always remember 
that the house always had a slight carbide smell, even through the daytime. 
 
Community spirit was strong. Concerts were held at Christmas and Easter raising funds to  
provide an ambulance service or for any other project for the village. The hotel ran a “cork club” 
which required the patrons to carry a piece of cork with them. If they were challenged to 
 produce their cork and could not they were fined 1/- (one shilling).  These funds were 
 directed towards the Ambulance Fund. 
 
Cudgen Creek ran free (no training walls) and meandered up and down the beach, often 
 threatening the Surf Club when it reached that area of the beach. 
 
The Turnock family ran a large general store in Chinderah. The store provided all manner of 
items.  Their produce department provided chicken and horse feeds.  My Grandmother  
Florence Costin refused to drive a car, referring to my Grandfather’s vehicle 
 (a French-made Veeleigh) as “his infernal machine”.  Instead she had her pony and a very  
nice black painted sulky.  She would dress for the occasion, including hat and gloves, and  
drive to Turnock’s (sometimes taking me) and when her business was concluded she then 
 had a cuppa with Miss Turnock and caught up on the local gossip. Just imagine that  
happening today – a cuppa at Woolworths? 
 
When I was a boy we were able to run freely around the village.  You could call at almost any 
house and would be given a biscuit and a glass of milk.  Wonderful, safe times. 
 

           NICK COSTIN     From Lynda’s Tuesday class “Writing Life Stories” 
 
   If you have a story of you or your family’s history in Kingscliff or anywhere why not share it with us 
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                Historical Images of Kingscliff 
  courtesy of The Tweed Heads Historical Society 

  

        NEW COURSES — WHAT CAN YOU TEACH???? 

 Would you like to start a group showing members how to use their computers, laptops,                       
internet? You do not have to be qualified or an expert, just willing to share your knowledge. 

 It could be for beginners or those who are a bit more advanced. Lots of members need help. 

    ******************** 
            What about Chess? Lots of you probably play. Why not start a Chess Group? 
    ******************** 
            We know that our members have lots of talents they could share with others. 
            Talk to Jude on 0427 145 203 
 

30 Marine Pde  1933 

Marine Pde & Hungerford Lane  1940 

Marine Pde old RSL Hall on left  c 1940 

Sutherland St 1940 The Primary School is now here 

The Old Grand Pacific Hotel  c1939 

 

 
         VALE—Toni Letham and Brenda D’Agostino  recently passed away. 

       Toni and Brenda were greatly valued for their contributions to our committee       

       over many years. Toni as secretary and Brenda as Vice President and Membership Officer 

       They will be fondly remembered and sadly missed. R.I.P. 



Please note  :   U3A Tweed Coast Inc. does not endorse any advice, health or 

 otherwise,  given at any of our events or groups that you may attend. 

 

 

   

 FIRST FRIDAY FORUM MAY 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

                                                                                                      FIRST FRIDAY FORUM JUNE 

                                           Decluttering and tips for buying and  selling a property 

 

      

 

 

 

 

     

   

              GROUP LEADERS & COMMITTEE AFTERNOON TEA 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

          

         

            FIRST FRIDAY FORUMS Always at the Uniting Church Hall Kingscliff 2pm 

 

           FRIDAY AUGUST 2nd            “Seniors’ Rights” This will be very interesting presentation for  our members 

 

           FRIDAY SEPTEMBER  6th      Concert by our choir                  FRIDAY OCTOBER 4th  No Forum, school holidays 

 

           FRIDAY NOVEMBER  1st        A Fashion Parade 

          

 

 

 
Page 4 

Sea Minerals 
This was a fascinating insight into the uses of 
sea minerals for making  fertilisers and plant 
growth products that are entirely natural with 
no harmful chemicals. These sea minerals 
are extracted from sea water taken from the 
pristine waters of far north  NSW. 
 

         BEFORE BEFORE 

AFTER AFTER 

A productive and sociable afternoon was had by all.   
President Jim introduced the committee who spoke 
about their roles. Group leaders had several questions 
which were discussed.  President Jim asked Group 
Leaders to canvas their members about serving on the 
Committee. 
As usual the afternoon tea was scrumptious thanks to 
Di & her helpers. 

From the Editor’s desk 

Assistant Editor wanted 

Do you enjoy reading the Newsletter and would 
like to help with compiling it ? 
You will need “Publisher” on your computer/
laptop and I can show you how to use it if you 
are not sure, It’s easy as and fun. 
 
Phone  Val 0421 686 310 
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         NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS  

       CHECK THE TIMETABLE ON THE WEBSITE 

       FOR GROUP LEADER DETAILS 

       www.tweedcoast.u3anet.org.au   

 
          . 
 
 
   
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
  
 
 
 
          

TENNIS LADIES SOCIALISING 

Sadly we say goodbye to Patricia McKinnon and 
thank her for her many years of steering the Tennis 
Group. Patricia is off to the beautiful Port Macquarie 
and we know she will enjoy the U3A there. 

Join this happy group on Friday morning at Kingscliff 
for a friendly game of tennis.  

Phone Hilary 0418968220  

PHOTOGRAPHING THE MILKY WAY 

After completing the course to learn about  
camera settings, these intrepid photographers 
braved the evening chill to go up to Fingal and 
“Shoot The Milky Way” They all enjoyed the 
night and achieved some great results. 

To all our Group Leaders.     Please notify your Group Coordinator promptly of any 
changes to your group times. Jude 0427 145 203.  THANK YOU 

NATURE WALKERS. 

Phil & Bronwyn are leading the group 
in the absence of Jenni. They always 
have room for more walkers. 

      
   The lovely people of the Monday Painting and Drawing  
    group celebrated the 80th Birthday of member Ian Hall.  
      I don't know how much painting happened but they  
      certainly enjoyed the cake and wine. Jeffrey showed 
      off his latest art work. 
       If you would like to learn some art  techniques then  
       Yvonne will happily pass on her extensive knowledge . 



 

                             REMEMBERING BOB IVETT 

 

 

  
    Bob touched the lives of so many of us in our U3A.  

 
               Many were lucky enough to spend time with Bob  every week at his Tai Chi class,  
               some would remember him when he first joined the Singalong group in 2013  
               and others would have met him at our various functions. I first met him when I  
               organised the information stall at Tweed City and busy as he was, Bob was the 
               first to volunteer and we spent a chatty couple of  hours together. 
 
               In 2014 Bob started Tai Chi classes for our members. The numbers quickly grew  
               to so many that we had to  move it to the Scout hall at Chinderah where it  
               continued to thrive under Bob’s caring, experienced tutelage. 
               Did you know that Bob was handy with a sewing machine, making all his 
               own Tai Chi outfits? 
 
              Sadly Bob passed away peacefully at Wedgetail Retreat on the 3rd July after a 
              long battle with illness during  which he never gave up hope of a recovery. 
 
                                               We will miss his smiling face, his beautiful nature 
                                               and  his devotion to family, friends and Tai Chi.     

 
                                  Rest in Peace Bob Ivett 


