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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

My first year as President culminated in our Annual General Meeting on 20 March, and I was re-appointed, along with serving Commit-
tee members with the exception of Gail McGill and Paul Neal. Gail has done a marvellous job as our Group Coordinator but is now 
retiring from that position, although she will still be around as a member of our social sub-committee. Gail’s energy, her untiring willing-
ness to go the extra mile, her humour and her gregarious, happy nature have made an impression on us all, and we will miss her in this 
role, which she made uniquely her own. We wish her a well-earned rest and time to spend doing all the things she never could fit in 
before. Well done, Gail.     Paul Neal was a great help on our Committee and as leader of the Pottsville Art Group. He has been unwell 
for some time and we wish him a speedy return to good health. 

 

New on the Committee last year, were Lorraine Bagge and Pam Lamont. Lorraine took on the Secretary’s role and much to my relief, 
Pam was keen to use her data-entry skills as our Membership Officer. Lorraine and Pam also took over the organisation of our First 
Friday Forums and presented a varied programme. Many thanks to our Social Convenor Pat Salmon and her sub-committee, for 
providing the delicious home-made afternoon-teas. 

 

It has been a busy year and our activities and events were well promoted by our Publicity Officer, Val Sparrow. Lynda Tait, our News-
letter Editor and Website Manager, has done a marvellous job in keeping our members informed. In my absence, the Christmas Party 
was a resounding success, and I was sorry to have missed it but I knew that I could rely on our Vice-President, Jim Cameron-Dow, to 
stand in my place. Jim’s quiet, steady presence is the voice of reason in our midst.  

 

We must acknowledge the generosity of Cudgen Leagues Club for the use of their rooms. Rent is always our biggest expense and the 
use of this facility meant that we were able to keep our annual subscription to $40 for another year. Brian Mussared’s meticulous work 
as treasurer is much appreciated as he keeps us on track with our finances.  

 

We gladly welcome five new members onto our Committee; Barbara McCarthy, Geoffrey Orrock, Helen Mclean, Julia Shortus and 

Wendy Zeltins. There is plenty of work to do and we look forward to another productive year, making the most of our Third Age.  

         

  Rachel             
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President/Public Officer Rachel Hawken 02-6674 4592 Membership Officer Pam Lamont 0420 473 274 

Vice President Jim Cameron-Dow 02–6676 1743 Publicity Val Sparrow 0421 686 310 

Treasurer Brian Mussared 07-5524 8435 Newsletter/Website Lynda Tait 07-5513 1047 

Secretary Lorraine Bagge 0457 936 202 Support—Membership Julia Shortus 07 5524 8995 

Groups’ Coordinator Jim  Cameron-Dow 02 6676 1743                    Secretary Wendy Zeltins 07 5513 0500 

Groups’ Coordinator Geoff Orrock O2 6674 2940                    Treasurer Helen McLean 0439 464 868 

Social Convenor Pat Salmon 02 6674 4775                    General  Barbara McCarthy 0403 506 124 

 

L to R :    Wendy Zeltins;    Geoff Orrock;    Pam Lamont;    Lorraine Bagge;    Jim Cameron-Dow;     Rachel Hawken;  
 Brian Mussared;    Lynda Tait;    Val Sparrow;    Julia Shortus.          Absent:  Pat Salmon;    Helen McLean;    Barbara McCarthy. 



FIRST FRIDAY FORUM—3 FEBRUARY 2017. 

HEBE de SOUZA  

author of ‘BLACK BRITISH’ - a novel.   

The large audience was fascinated as Hebe spoke about her re-
cently published novel, which has received many favourable re-
views and besides being available for purchase on-line, library 

members are able to borrow it from our local Tweed libraries. 
 
Hebe has lived an interesting life which is very close to the life of Lucy, the main character in her novel.  Lucy, like 
Hebe, is a member of a well-to-do family in Goa -  a one-time Portuguese territory now a small west coast state of 
India.  Hebe vividly described her own upbringing to her listeners on 3 Feb, explaining how in the 1950s her family 
found themselves stranded after a move to Kanpur in northern India during a time of social unrest after the country 
was granted independence from Britain in 1947.   
 
The fictional Lucy struggles to find her place in the confusing world of a now independent India— her experiences 
of school with German nuns, her family’s Christmas celebrations and her extended family’s eccentricities are told 
through the eyes of Lucy who, with her family’s fortunes rapidly diminishing is forced to make a decision that will 
change her life forever.  
 
As Hebe told us her own story we imagined the life she has lived  - a life that is by all accounts 
very close to the one related in her book.  Her descriptions of her time in post-colonial India were 
comprehensive and interesting.  The setting of this debut novel is completely true and her child-
hood home features in the book.  
  

      

L.T. 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST : NEW  LEADERS.    If there is anyone out there who’s interested in 

starting a new course, please contact Jim Cameron-Dow or Geoff Orrock (contact details on 

page 1).   We are always ready to consider new courses suggested by volunteers willing to share 

their knowledge/expertise with our members. No academic qualifications are needed.      

 

 

 

 

     

                                          INFORMATION & ENROLMENT DAY 

 

Committee members and Group Leaders were in attendance on 19 January at 
the Seventh Day Adventist Church for this well-attended and very successful 
event.  Our membership section was very busy registering new members and 
processing renewals—a most gratifying state of affairs.  Five additional cours-
es were on offer and generated much interest.  By the end of the day several 
of these were heavily booked including the Rock & Roll.  This evening course 
has proved very popular and there are plans for it continue in a shortened form 
in Term 2.   Thanks to all for your support on the day. 

The 2017 U3A Network Queensland Conference will be hosted by U3A Twin Towns  at Tweed Civic Centre on 18/19 

May 2017.   U3A Tweed Coast members are invited.  For programme details and registration costs refer to website :   

http://www.u3aqldconference.org/     

Answers for Brain Games.  *Pineapples originated in Brazil and Paraguay.  *The Ural Mountains are considered the boundary between 

Europe and Asia.     *The cat jumped out the ground floor window.  
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     Our contribution to the 2017 NSW Seniors Festival was 

this very successful event at which we hosted more than 

100 visitors.  Our models— U3A Tweed members Eva, 

Glenda, Bev, Jenny, Wendy and Jennifer—paraded a 

lovely selection of garments from local Kingscliff bou-

tique Maddie & Lil.  At the conclusion of the show several 

models displayed wigs and turbans. These are available 

from Denise at Wigs for Wendy in Maddie & Lil, free of 

charge to women undergoing chemotherapy.  On behalf 

of audience members, U3A Tweed Coast was able to 

hand over to Wigs for Wendy a cheque for $334.50.  This 

money was generously donated by all those present at 

the function and will be used to maintain the wigs when 

they are returned after each use. 

The popularity of this event caused headaches for our 

honorary Car Park Attendant who did a great job to posi-

tion 80+ vehicles around the complex.  Our thanks to you 

all, with special thanks to the convenors, models, Social 

Convenor and her helpers (for the fabulous afternoon 

tea) and other co-workers.  Hope to see you all next       

time—see coming events below.  

FIRST FRIDAY FASHION FORUM—3 MARCH    

 

TERM 2 COMMENCES WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL, ENDS FRIDAY 30 JUNE 
 

FIRST FRIDAY FORUM, 2 p.m. 5 May  John Bryant, 
AUSTRALIAN BAY LOBSTER PRODUCERS  

Local producers of Moreton Bay Bugs 
 

FIRST FRIDAY FORUM, 2 p.m. 2 June.  “LET US ENTERTAIN YOU”   
Music from U3A Tweed Coast—Home-grown Talent. 

 

  



NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS.  (see timetable for contact details etc) 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS.  The roll shows that we have sixteen members this year. Average weekly attendance 
is 12. Amongst these are people with varying degrees of experience and expertise. Those two words “experience 
and expertise” tend to mean the same thing when it comes to solving these puzzles. Those of us who, either here 
or elsewhere, have kept on trying, have discovered that many little hints and devices keep repeating. This has 
helped us realise that we are improving every time. Our “beginners” (this is a blanket term for some who just need 
confidence to have a go) now join in as much as the rest of us and we do enjoy ourselves, including having some 
rather irreverent laughter at times. Always welcoming! Margot Wall 

FRENCH  - ADVANCED GROUP    The advanced French group has started with three additional members.   An-

yone who has a fair amount of vocab and grammar and knows verb conjugations is welcome to join the group.   

Carolyn Henstridge 

PONY CANASTA.   Our numbers are slowly creeping up, all seem to be enjoying the challenges of this great 

game.   I would like to thank Alex, Marilyn and Jenny for helping out when I am absent.  I really appreciate their 

support.  Barbara Matthews 

BRAIN GAMES.  Our group has been operating for several weeks and the members are finding the sessions, 

with a range of activities, fun but stimulating.  Marg Sheekey             Here are some samples challenges: Answers Page 2                                                                   

                         * From which part of the world did pineapples originate?    

                            *Which mountain range is considered the boundary between Europe and Asia?  

                            *A cat jumped out the window of a 30 storey apartment building and lived.  How?  

ROCK ‘n ROLL.  Pam and Roy Blowers will run a 4 week refresher course in May and June leading up to 

the Cooly Rocks On Festival which runs from 7—11 June. 

WRITING LIFE STORIES  - Monday Group.   Karen Schofield.  This small, informal group has been devel-

oping to meet the needs of its members. We usually start the group with a grammar/writing tip then share life sto-

ries we’ve written as homework.  Sometimes we do impromptu in-class writing assignments and we’ve started to 

assist each other with proofreading our life stories. Even though we have some openings, space is limited.  

TRAVEL TALK  Alec Shortus. The aim of this group is to share information about everything related to 

travel—local, state, national or international by various modes of transport.  In Term 1 we researched and dis-

cussed travel preparation—ie.  destination choice, climate, safety, currency, cus-

toms and traditions.  One member showed us how to pack economically using out-

fit combinations. By researching and sharing with others we learn about countries 

and cities around the world. Recently, we discussed rail travel—Term 2 we’ll share 

our good and bad travel experiences. New members welcome 

PAVEMENT WALK. Julia Shortus.   Each Monday, a small, but intrepid group 

sets off in all but the most extreme weather. Starting at Cudgen Headland Surf Life 

Saving Club, heading along Marine Pde, the creek boardwalk, across the bridge 

and out to Cudgen Headland and return, we solve the world's problems as we go. 

This is followed by a coffee and chat with more discussions/problem solving/joke 

telling etc.  

SINGALONG.   Jennifer Taylor.  

These Wednesday sessions are 

well attended and enjoyed by all.   

Our 40 members are busily prepar-

ing a programme to present at  First 

Friday Forum on 2 June—we hope 

to see you there.   

CARD MAKING.  Jackie McGee  

Members are advised that the cost 

of the kits is now $3 each.  Please 

note that Jackie will be away 12th to 

26th May inclusive. 

 If you have recently gone on line perhaps we could send your newsletter electronically?  It would be quicker 

and more economical for your U3A. Page 4 

GAIL McGILL - 

Nine years ago Gail joined the Social Com-

mittee of U3A Tweed Coast.  In 2012 she took 

over the role of Group Coordinator and in 

March 2017 retired from this post.  In her role 

as Coordinator her support , guidance,  en-

couragement  and willingness to listen to feed-

back has ensured the smooth running of the 

more than 40 classes we offer.   Thank you Gail  

- from the  Group Leaders of U3A Tweed 

Coast. 


